navis pictures
ABOUT Navis Pictures
Navis Pictures is a small, independent, Catholic, film production company based in
Danbury, CT. Founded in 2009 by Jim Morlino, its primary purpose is to produce
beautiful, inspiring, and entertaining films with a Catholic world-view that can be
enjoyed by the entire family. It also hopes to inspire the next generation of young
Catholic artists to create art that lifts the human soul and glorifies Almighty God.
But what makes Navis Pictures unique is how it does this: The casts and most of the
crew for its films are made up entirely of Catholic youth – most between the ages of 4
and 18. Within this framework of non-traditional casting, young people are given a
chance to play all roles, and to experience the rigor and excitement of working on a
professional feature film. Children are naturally creative, and the innocence,
playfulness, and sense of wonder of a young actor often allows for honest and
compelling performances like the ones you are about to see. When this God-given,
innocent, creative energy is carefully and patiently directed and then surrounded by
as much attention to detail and cinematic craft as limited budgets allow, the results
can be astounding. While young audiences are often drawn in and attracted in a
special way by performances of their peers, adults many times seem to forget they
are watching children altogether after the first fifteen minutes or so. For both groups,
this allows the film to accomplish its purpose: communication.
ABOUT The War of the Vendee
In 1793, after enduring three and a half years of mounting persecution of the Church
by the architects of the French Revolution, a small band of faithful peasants and
nobles began a Catholic "counter-revolution". This is the largely unknown story of the
valiant, six-year struggle of the people of a small section of western France known as
the Vendee to restore their Holy Religion and their King. At times armed only with
pitchforks, but steeped in the influence of St. Louis de Montfort, and wearing their
rosaries and emblems of the Sacred Heart; the people of the Vendee fought bravely
and their efforts yielded remarkable success early on.
But ultimately the French Revolutionary government responded with what many
characterize as the first modern act of genocide. And yet, by 1799, with their beloved
land utterly devastated, as many as 400,000 dead, and countless martyrdoms, the
sacrifices of the Vendean people ultimately won the restoration of religious freedom
for all of France.
Presented here for the entire family with a careful sense of Catholic reserve, and
focusing on the virtues of courage, faith and self-sacrifice, this film honors the
memory of these brave men and women who willingly sacrificed their lives,
"For God and King!”.
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For Discussion After Screening
F.A.Q.s
Q. Where was the film shot?
A. On private property; mostly in and around Fairfield and Hartford Counties, CT, and
Westchester County, NY.
Q. How long did the film take to produce?
A. About 1 year: Pre-production (writing, casting, location scouting, construction of
props, sets, and costumes) began in January of 2011. Production began in May of
2011 with principal photography completed by August, and additional photography
completed by December. Post-production (editing, visual effects, ADR - additional
dialog replacement, and scoring) lasted from August 2011 to January of 2012.
Q. How much did the film cost to produce?
A. About $60,000.
Q. Is this a true story?
A. Yes. Although the script covers only a small fraction of the full story, the film is
based on the historical facts of the war. Certain dramatic liberties were taken in order
to compress the story and make it easier to follow; characters, events, and locations
were sometimes combined in order to make it feasible for a 90-minute film. To truly
do the story justice would require an epic at least the size of The Lord of the Rings
trilogy.
Q. In the opening scene at Mass, isn’t the priest’s maniple is on the wrong arm?
A. Sharp eyes will notice that in the opening scene the maniple, the piece of fabric
worn on the left arm by the priest when offering the Latin Mass, is instead on the
priest’s right arm. During editing, in order to maintain proper “screen direction” for
the opening Mass sequence, I needed to digitally “flop” that particular shot, and so,
consequently, the maniple only appears to be on the wrong arm. Mea culpa.
Q. Where can I get a copy of the film?
A. There are DVDs available here now, or you can purchase them our website at
www.navispictures.com
Q. What’s next for Navis Pictures?
A. So many stories, so little time: The North American Martyrs, the Battle of Lepanto,
the founding of Baltimore, the baptism of Clovis, the Knights of Columbus, on and on.
(cont.)
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For Discussion After Screening
F.A.Q.s
(cont.) We would also like to make this experience available to other eager
communities of young Catholic actors throughout the country by going on location to
produce new films. But whether we travel to Santa Fe, New Mexico to film the story
of The St. Joseph’s Staircase, or to Florida for the founding of St. Augustine, or
remain in our own backyard to produce our next film, we won’t be doing anything
until we discern whether or not this is God’s will for my family and especially for me in
my role as provider.
Q. How can we help?
A. By spreading the word to your family, friends, pastors, bishops, teachers, school
Principals, D.R.E.s, and others, and encouraging them to sponsor more screenings
and to purchase copies of the film. You can also let your local media know about us.
You can even make donations on our website, if you like. But the single most
important thing you can do for us is to pray. I’m confident that it is the prayer of so
many families that has sustained us thus far, and that will carry us forward from here.
Every night in our family rosary intentions the Morlinos remember all who are helping
us in any way. God bless you all – Jim Morlino - director, Navis Pictures
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Further Reading About The Vendee War
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

For Altar and Throne by Michael Davies, 1997 • The Remnant Press
A French Genocide by Reynald Secher, 1986 • University of Notre Dame Press
The Guillotine and the Cross by Warren Carroll, 1991 • Christendom Press
Citizens by Simon Schama, 1989 • Knopf
To Quell the Terror by William Bush, 1999 • ICS Publications

N.B. The details of the violence of the French Revolution, the Reign of Terror, the Vendee War, and
the genocide perpetrated against the Vendean people by the “Infernal Columns” are beyond
horrific, and not for tender souls – I strongly suggest parents screen before allowing your children
to read these books.
– Jim Morlino

Sample Parish Bulletin Notices (adjust as needed)
Parish Family Movie Night: Join us in the parish hall for a free screening of the new
independent film, The War of the Vendee from Navis Pictures at (time) on (date).
This exciting film features a cast that includes over 250 Catholic young people, and
tells the forgotten story of the brave Catholic resistance to the religious persecution of
the French Revolution. This is a perfect family film that deals with a timely issue for
all Catholics – religious freedom. Captivating for children, intriguing for teens, and
inspiring for adults - runs 90 min. Popcorn will be provided!
For more info about the film go to www.navispictures.com
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Or here is an example of what can be done with multiple Parish Bulletin
Announcements, created by Stephanie Kemp for her parish screening
out in beautiful Monument, Colorado:
(obviously, if you use these, remember to edit accordingly for your screening)

Bulletin Announcement for (week 1):
Parish Night at the Movies...
Mark your family calendars now for our next Night at the Movies- in Jaeger Hall on Saturday,
September 15th right after the 5pm evening Mass. We have a license to show the newly released: The
War of the Vendee by Navis Pictures, a small independent, Catholic film production company whose
primary purpose is to produce beautiful, inspiring and entertaining films young and old can enjoy. This
amazing movie will inspire the next generation of talented Catholic artists to create art that lifts the
human spirit and glorifies God. Mark the date and stay tuned for details in the coming bulletins.

Bulletin Announcement for (week 2)
Our Next NIGHT at the MOVIES is coming in SEPTEMBER ...
Continuing our parish theme of religious liberty, we are hosting our next Night at the Movies on Saturday,
September 15th. We are leaving England of the 1500's with the 1966 classic "A Man for All Seasons" and will be
entering the time period of The War of the Vendee - in an independent, new film that takes place in 18th Century
France. In June, it appeared on the National Catholic Register's list of the top 14 films for the Fortnight for
Freedom.
The War of the Vendee is the unknown, heroic story of the valiant, six year struggle of the people of the
Vendee region of western France. In 1793, after enduring three and a half years of persecution of the Church by the
godless architects of the French Revolution, a small band of faithful peasants and nobles began a Catholic "counter
revolution" to restore their holy religion and their king. Influenced by St. Louis de Montfort and wearing their rosaries
and the emblem of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, their sacrifices won the restoration of religious freedom for all of
France.
The War of the Vendee movie features a sweeping musical score and a stunning performance by a talented
cast of over 250 home-schooled, young people. It will inspire audiences of all ages with the timeless themes of
courage, faith and love. Our movie starts at 6:45, is 90 minutes long and will be shown in Jaeger Hall. Join us for
'drive-in food': hotdogs, ice cream and popcorn at 6pm. No cost, but donations will be accepted. Kids can bring
their pillow and sleeping bags/ blanket and watch 'family-room style' on the floor. So we can plan on enough 'good
eats', call in your reservation at the office (phone number) or e-mail (email address) before Wednesday, 9/12. See
you then!

Bulletin Announcement for (week 3)
Parish Movie Night
Join us in Jaeger Hall for a free screening of the new independent film, The War of the Vendee from
Navis Pictures on Saturday, September 15th at 6pm . This exciting film features a cast that includes
over 250 home-schooled young people between the ages of 4 and 18. It tells the forgotten story of the
brave Catholic resistance to the religious persecution of the French Revolution in the late 18th Century.
This is a perfect family film that deals with a timely issue for all Catholics- religious freedom. (cont.)
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Captivating for children, intriguing for teens and inspiring for adults- it runs 90 minutes long.
Hotdogs and popcorn will be provided. Showtime is at 6:45. Kids can bring their sleeping
bag/blanket and a pillow to stretch out on the floor. For more information about The War of the
Vendee go to: www.navispictures.com. Navis Pictures is a small, independent, Catholic film
production company whose primary purpose is to produce beautiful, inspiring and entertaining films
with a Catholic world view that can be enjoyed by the entire family. See you at the movies
Saturday, 9/15. You won't be disappointed!

Bulletin Announcement for (week 4)
A Night at the Movies: The War of the Vendee
In 1793, after enduring 3 1/2 years of mounting persecution of the Church by the architects of
the French Revolution, a small band of faithful Catholic peasants and nobles began a "counter
revolution". At times only armed with pitchforks, but steeped in the prayerful influence of St. Louis
de Montfort, wearing their rosaries and emblems of the Sacred Heart, the people of the Vendee
region of France fought bravely to defend their faith and their homes. Their efforts yielded
remarkable success early on, but the French Revolutionary government responded with what many
characterize as the first modern act of genocide. Yet, by 1799, with their land utterly devastated,
as many as 400,000 people dead, and countless martyrdoms, the sacrifices of the Vendee
peasants ultimately won the restoration of religious freedom for all of France. Presented for the
entire family, with a careful sense of Catholic reserve, and focusing on the virtues of courage, faith
and self-sacrifice, this amazing film honors the memory of these brave men and women of France who
willingly sacrificed their lives "For God and King!".
Come to our special screening for the whole family on Saturday, September 15th
in Jaeger Hall. Celebrate evening Mass first then come over for hotdogs, popcorn and ice
cream provided at 6pm. Call in your reservation to the parish office ( 481-3511) or e-mail your
reservation to (email address) by Wednesday, 9/12 . The Movie starts at 6:45 and runs 90
minutes. Kids can bring their pillow and sleeping bag or blanket and watch the movie on the floor
'family-room style'. For more information contact Stephanie Kemp (phone number)

Bulletin Announcement for (week 5)
The War of the Vendee
Join us for a Parish Night at the Movies on Saturday, September 15th in Jaeger Hall. A 'drive-in dinner' of
hotdogs, lemonade, popcorn and ice cream will be served at 6pm with show time at 6:45. Our movie
presentation is the 2012 release by Navis Pictures: The War of the Vendee. This exceptional
movie chronicles the forgotten but true story of the brave Catholic men and women who resisted the terrible
religious persecution of the French Revolution. It is a professionally produced, feature film with a cast of
young, talented, Catholic actors designed to entertain, inspire and educate people of all ages. Young
audiences identify in a special way with the youthful actors, and adults tend to forget they are actually
watching young people because of the high production values and the strength of their inspiring
performances. The War of the Vendee deals with timeless themes for everyone- humility, self-sacrifice,
courage, faith, perseverance and love. See you on September 15th for A Night at the Movies. For more
information about the film go to: www.navispictures.com
www.navispictures.com

Next Saturday is our Parish Back to School Celebration
of Religious Liberty with an inspiring, newly released
movie for all ages. Join us for The War of the
Vendee in Jaeger Hall on September 15th after
5pm Mass. Show time is 6:45. Come early for
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Bulletin Announcement for (week 6)
The War of the Vendee
Next Saturday is our Parish Back to School Celebration of Religious Liberty with an inspiring,
newly released movie for all ages. Join us for The War of the Vendee in Jaeger Hall on
September 15th after 5pm Mass. Show time is 6:45. Come early for 'drive-in food' at
6pm. No cost/ donations will be accepted. Little people can bring a pillow and sleeping
bag/blanket and watch 'family-room style' on the floor. So that we have an approximate head
count for dinner, please call in your reservation to the parish office (phone number) or emailemail address) by Wednesday afternoon this week, 9/12. For more information contact
Stephanie Kemp (phone number).
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